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Nimble, punchy
and transparent
sound; detail
resolution;
compact unit

Price; no remote;
presentation
lacks scale and
authority; not

as luxuriousin
build as rivals

|Aﬁneintegrated

| that misses out
on afifth star by
the narrowest of
sonicmargins
and its hefty price

TYPE Stereo
valve amplifier
VALWVE
COMPLEMENT

4 x KTe6,

4x 12AX7,
2Xx6922EH
LINE LEVEL
INPUTS 3
PHONO STAGE
moving magnet
and moving coil

lemptations

THE WORLD’S MOST DESIRABLE KIT

latest breaks the mou

It’s called the Classic, but this is no traditional valve
amp. The unfussy nature of this high-end integrated
means it’s at home with almost any kind of music

QUAD’S NEW INTEGRATED amplifier is a strange
thing. Its appearance apes the Quad products of
the past, but, in sonic attitude, it sounds as
modern as valve amplifiers get.

Let us explain. Most valve amps we review
broadly live up (or down) to their stereotype.
That'’s to say they sound warm and fluid, with a
lovely midrange and soft bass. But if it's explosive
dynamics you crave, look elsewhere.

Listen to gentler forms of classical, acoustic or
folk music and we’re sure you'll be very happy
with most of the decent samples of the breed.
However, try and play everything from Dr Dre
to Dvorak, and most valve amplification
simply doesn’t deliver. This

similarly priced transistor alternatives. It lacks a
degree of muscularity and punch, too.

The Quad I has a built-in phono stage, which is
something of a rarity at this price level. The phono
input is compatible with both moving magnet and
moving coil designs and produces decent results.
Noise levels are low and much of the line stage’s
outgoing character is retained. However, if vinyl is
your main source, we'd still use a good dedicated
outboard unit. Leema'’s Elements is noticeably
meore transparent and costs just £500-nota
massive sum in the context of the kind of
system this Quad is likely to be used in.

Phono stage aside, there's not much to shout

about in terms of features.

Quad II Classic integrated is l“Th ere ’S p le nty Of d rive There are three line level

one of the few tha t will.

inputs and a single tape loop.

Its sonic presentation is an d ene I'gy h eI | n A remote control would be

beautifully judged. It’s

nice, but there isn't one.

transparent and detailed, m any WaVS it,s th = leaSt Build and finish are fine,
with barely a hint of the va lve -soun d ' n g va lve although there isn't much of

excess smoothness that

a luxury aura about this

traditional valve designs a m pl ifi er We ’Ve h ea I 22 Quad. It's tidy, but we know

dish up. The tonal balance

is very neutral - something

Quad has traditionally valued - so instruments
and voices convince in tone and texture.

Allvery good, but it's this integrated’s speed,
resolution and dynamics that impress us most.
This is one valve amplifier that can quite happily
play the likes of Florence and the Machine’s
Lungs without dissolving into a soggy mess.

This album has a rough, raw production that the
Classic does little to hide. What it doesn't do is
make a meal of the harshness on this disc;
instead, it lets the innate musical quality come
through. There's plenty of drive and energy - both
qualities similar designs fail to deliver. Few valve
integrated amps have punch, but this one does.

of amps at half the money
that look and feel classier.
As far as system matching goes, the Quad
isn't particularly fussy about speakers, bearing
in mind its relatively low power output. We got
reasonably good results with Spendor’s SP2/3R
all the way up to our reference ATC SCM 50s.
Perhaps most surprising was the combination
with the £470 EB Acoustics EB1s. There may be
amassive price difference between the two
products, but this pairing delivered some of the
most musical sounds we've heard in a long time.
We like this integrated as much for what it
doesn't do as what it does. In many ways it’s the
least valve-sounding valve amplifier we've heard.
That said, £4500 is an awful lot of money, and at
this price level it’s fair to expect an utterly brilliant

most elegant amp

The Quad isn't the

controls orderly

TAPE LOOPS 1 Enough power to fill most rooms performance from an amp. Good as the Quad is, it
HEADPHONE No The power output is rated at 25 Watts per channel, doesn’t quite manage that well enough to get the
REMOTE No which isn't alot. It is, however, enough to drive full five stars. But it deserves to be seeniand heard &
POWER OUTPUT most speakers to a reasonable level in all but the : : -

25W per channel ) £ o hi d We've got loads of in-depth reviews of
FINISHES 1 argentof xooms, Just don. cexprer this Qua amplifiers, as well as accompanying
DIMENSIONS integrated to shake the foundations of your house W o kit, for you to pore over online. Just log
(HWD) or rattle the furniture. The Classic also doesn’t =l | on to whathifi.com /reviews, and start
20x31x38 cm produce a sound of immense scale compared to S = creating your auditioning shortlist
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