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Family
fortunes

Classic hi-fi brahd, Quad hasn't forgotten
how to innovate as Ed Selley discovers
from this luxury set of components

'm not much of gambler to see that the DNA of the brand is
I but I'd be willing to bet still very much present,

that for some readers a Take the Artera components that

Quad Beautiful System undertake decoding and horsepower
should have a pair of electrostatic duties. Outwardly, the Artera Play
speakers fronted by something valve  looks relatively conventional. At the

based. After all, this is what the front you'll find a slot-loading CD
company is best known for. With
these products casting a long shadow,
it can be easy to forget there’s more
to it than traditional hi-fi tech, but

the system you see here should be
enough to remind you that it is stll
making landmark products. At first
glance, this system seems free of the




BEAUTIFUL SYSTEM |
QUAD

COMPONENTS

QUAD ARTERA PLAY £1,400
Anintriguing combination of digital
source, analogue and digital inputs and
fully functioned preamp, the Playisa
compact but exceptionally capable

[ittle box of tricks.

QUAD ARTERA STEREO £1,500

This compact and discrete-looking
power amplifier partners the Play and
givesa healthy 140W outputinto 8chm
(claimed) combined with impressive
current delivery.

QuUAD Z-4 £3,200
The flagship of the Z Series range Is a hefty
floorstanding loudspeaker that's well
overametrein height, As well as woven

carbon fibre drivers itincorporates a
bespoke ribbon tweeter,
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5 is a simpler device

s a power amplifier and a
hefty one at thd[ You get 140W into

Mext to the delightfully compact
Ar its, the Z-4 floorstander is a
little more imposing. The 5
speaker that Quad make.
an im g 1.2m tall and huuses
2 Thh might appear a

more conventional offering than the
legendary electrostatic, but there are

clever features in its construction.
'llu ribbon tweeter is -:1#51311:,-:1 in
il l![ll!]l.l.l“' \'\l:l.1| []I LN |.nl

its size v
Like most products built by I/

Z-4 i well finish
rosewood veneer is immaculate
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complimented by the trim and driver
surround brightwork. There e
of proportion that helps

regardless of the space aruLLnd lt.

If anyth the Artera duo is an

ng piece of design.

point of appearing a bit dull, but look
closer and the details are gorgeous.

rtical strake, which incorporates
the power light on the amplifier,
5 in contrast to the horizontal CD
almost total lack of

inserts that sit
eaks uf
lab sided

in EhF_‘ top [_41 1[1(-'. un
sense of them t-cing

58
m: r]'u» '11u|:-llﬁc; ) ensures they
of mbusmes and

should
accommode

Above left:
Quad's bespoke
ribbon offers
spaceand
sweetness
Above centre:
The Artera
casework is
minimalist and
extremely
elegant

Above right:
Everything on
the systemis
finished toan
exceptional

standard

Looking at the raw ingredients of
140W of po : of hefty
floorstanding rou might get

and positioning that
enty of other — of
sive — components sound rather
constrained and two dimensional.

Time to show off
i isspent youth and
of The

ct. The opening track
an attempt o p]'cn'in ce

to escape lhE |LLuidmg
rip and

ing big hitter
VES w‘mrr-d o

floorstanders
unded.

than [ imagi
would ever ha
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Even when the material is small scale,
there’s a sense that it has all the right
proportions and it draws you in

i'il.'l.d Mzl yC ( | mMore. CONTACT

DETAILS

TELEPHONE
01480 447700

WERBSITE
quad-hifi.co.uk

vocals

the pared- |:.t | :
supports her is laden thh
thr ionality. S

(=

the |I.I|l]lf"d
or blown out of ]n

the piece isn't lost
1rlinn It <ti||

Open all hours

Importantly, it also kno

: js punchy
d of that same open
sion but it addici
ong with energ

/ I ines and
higher tempos starts to show the role

of the components in a clearer lig

The hefty power output of the 1mpl1ﬁer

is more about er ng that those
are kept under
ng of the Artera
£} qlil]'[)]H ¥ H'ItH_l.'ET‘.TI]

dl*‘ltﬂ] in acton. It finds e

ding and ensures that you
i 1 whc}lr' ann‘[ th'lr thf'

going o ut[- on the hu.[ p
feed it can create.
And m.ilw no [T11‘1|r1|(r' the Z-4 is
o |

orking mdu_prndcnt]}r
L"lt]'l."i than as a team. The Z-4

y ll{-'m:a,n -]:H=.|l‘.er Ih.lr will
you fulfil
its very basic requirements — a good

quality input with enough power

suc] h a refined presentation.

Brand loyalty
What is entirely likeabl
of the Quad brand th:
emanate 'I!”T'I [l'l'll .

;.111![ r.lml th(_ e
that everything

YOur mus

entirely flex

a4 matter Ol‘ hoover mng
:i{=t,u| from 'uhrll(“.-'F

¥ much
mission accomplished @
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