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MERIDIAM AUDIC SYSTEM

DR.STUART

..OR HOW | LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING

AND LOVE THE ALL-DIGITAL SYSTEM.

BY MICHAEL TREI

he eweaky audiophile
commumily recetvid
the cornpace dise back
when it was launched
sorne 22 vears ago
with about as muoch entlisi-
astm s 21 speech by Michael
Poacre at an anmual NEA
corwenticn, While many andio-
philes reacted o che sound of
earhy O3 players and dises Ty
circling the wagons around
their beloved arnrables, Bob
Stuart ane his forward thinking
ceany ac Meridian quickly rec-
omized char digital audio was
the real wery forwand, ' They then
waent o o develop the very
firse andiophile approsed €1
plver, aned e the oo decades
since, have heen key plavers m
the development of many new
digital technologies thar push
the performance envelope,
ingluding IR Audic.

Wlost audio components an
developed around a sel of stn-
dards developed aver fifty vears
agee that define whae cach
component ina sysem should

do, This means that an amplifier |
from Company A will probably

work just fine with speakers
tronn Company 1B and an FM
tuner from Company COF
course, back then everything
was aalog, and the most com-
phciated thing vou needed to
remember was Dt the recond
plaver necded o be plugzed
it the phono input. More
r{ff'l_kr'll]}': I:Ilfl.rl":' i:UrI'IIJUI'H_"I]I.'.S

have added digieal inpues and
event video capability, but the
avdio sill passes through mose
of the compoenents as an ana-
lowr simmal . That’s Just fine if you
want o rake gear thats Gurly
corvventional, but Stare 1=
hardly the tvpe of may
whor settles on o stan-
dard approach for
anvthing, By building
e systerm aroumid ;)
digital backbone,
while abandoning
somme nostalgic
vearning for analog
puricy, Stuart thinks
}_0“ AT Cresiie a ﬁ]T]—
damentally better
syste, albeir one
that toight not s
and match quite so
readily with other
bramdls of wear, The
truth i, onee you
decide to operate
micst of the swstern in
a digaral format, you
can start doing a lot of
clever stuff that plain
el analog sear com'’t
cven dream of.

Take the D533 digi-

B Meridian's DSP33 loudspezker has
twn digital inputs that can accept the
O6kHz/24bit source signal from
Meridian's preamp/processors. The
woofer and tweeter are powerad with
BS watt and 85 watt internal ampli-
fiers, respectively.

tal Tonecspeaker andd s T2SP420
in=wall cousin, These are

speakers, i that they moeorpo-
rate separate built-in amyplifiers
that couple direedy ro the var-
s woolers and pweeters, In
st speakers, the incoming
sigmal from the power amp
lirst poes through o passive
crossover clirenit that fleers the
teguencics going to cach indi-
vidhaa] driver. This intermedi-
ary circuitry tends o belave a
bic like a bufter, softening the

arnplifi- e

er's grip on cach drivers
movernent, In HE il['ti"-."(,': }PC;,'I]'L—
cr, the crossowver clrcuitry
comes frst, and then separate
amplifiers are used for the
oeccter and woolers.

While che DYSPA3 may
Lescske o Bt Tk o conventional
i nonitor, the way it works
really couldn' be more diffor-
ent. For starters, the only inpar
signal this speaker accepis i
dizrieal, along with a Meridian
cormmmuncation {Carm) s
ral that allesss the front-end
COMPonenes to centrol the
speaker’s operation.
Meridian supplhies
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Merldian produces a wide vari-

ety of components for the G
Series including DVD-Audio and
Vidao players, controllers (o
preampsdprocessors) and ampli-
fiers, all of which are designed
10 Interconnact, craating full,
integrated systems.

special cables thae carry both of
these sipmals frean the main
electronies 1w the nearest speak-
er, then you simply loop the
signal out to po to the other
speaker, which makes wiring
things up much less of a hassle.
lnside che speaker, che fimst
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thing che digital audio signal
sees B8 0 crossover that does all
af s dirty work in the digal
domain. From here, the scpa-
rate wooter and cweeter sigmals
are converted back 1o analog
before feeding the separate
amplifier stages that power the
drivers. A digial crosover can
wotk with far greater precision
than amy regmlar analos
crossover could ever hope for,
and digital signal processing
allows Meridian to incorporace
sorme Clever tricks ke gme
aligning the drivers electroni-
cally, and carefully controlling
t.h{'. TTI ATV ILITTY LTS 0T) I:}'F-
each driver. This makes it prac-
tically imypossible to fry the
speakers—even 1f vour kid
Lries toy irnpeess Tas friends by
cranking up ACCE Back in
Biack to something approach-
g reabistic concerl volurme,
Housed in a
deceptively
heavy

mictal coclosure, the cexored
black paint of the L3SP33
resulis inoa Gurly inmocuons
lonking speaker that doesn’
draw too much attention visu-
ally, a quality which 15 na
deube helped by its slender
front batfle, If even this 15 con-
sudered oo obtrusive, Meridian
noay has an in-wall version of
the DSP33 called the 1S1420,
usimyr the exact satne drivers
and electronics in a speaker
that flush mouns becween a
pair of studs m g semdand gvp-
s wall. The TOSPL20 alwo
uses an aluminmm enclosure
wath an internal volume very
close to thar of the TISP33, just
reproportioned to fic inside the
wall cavityYou can't get muoch
stealthaer than !

While in many cases these
sprakers will be vsed as part of
a surronmd-sonmd system in
combination with Meridian’s
LIS1 subwooters and the

3SP330 center chanmel
speaker, T decide to
keep things

tocused by going with a simple
e chanmel system using a
single pair of LISP323s, along

| wwich oy repular METC sub-

wooter. Meridian has several
components that e provide
the necessary digital audio and
control sipnals, and their sump-
taons new O Series compo-
nents allow you o asemble
evervthing from a simple twao
channel analow vig o the mose
elaborite surround-sound
hame theater setups. This new
sertes actually shows one ned
tewvand comwention, o that
they wse fairly standard dimen-
sioms instead of the shoe box
shaped offerings of the alder
products. Each model also
comes in a choloe of silver or
black fimshes, with a pale blue

B The cembination of DSP loudspeak-
ars and G Series components keeps
the signal path digital from beginning
T end (with the analog conversion
anly near the final step), resulting in a
fruly digital surround system.
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display rounding out che Jook,
The construcnon quality s
exceptional, as it should e
emven the price,

A il 1T e tendd 1o
wilue sumplicity so Wi wene
with che (G4, which Meridian
refers wooas o DVD=Audico
plaver controller tuner” Thark
admireedly quire a mouchtul,
bur it gives you ar least an adea
ol what it does, This is 4 wvery
high-end WD Audio Video
player, bt orne that mcludes an
AMSEM twiner, and a 5.1 chan-
nel proampfprocessor secrion
designed primarily for vse with
Merudins TISP speakers. There
are enough inputs to handle
st horme AN syseemns, bot for
a really Bmey rig vou will prab-
ally want che additional flexd-
bility of their Go8 Surrourd
Coneroller,

Hookup for the test system
is pretty stralzhttoraard, with
cigzical and Comn sigmals
zoing 1o the speakers, an WGEH
video signal going o the
Cryscal Views plasto display, and
ane analog cable for the MK
subvaeofer. For displays that
can accept it, there 3 an
FICIMAL output, with 2 menu
opticn toomake this oncput
w1 compatible.

Ihis sestern s joy 10 use,
and ence configured it is pretty
simart at Gparing out what vou
are trying to o 16 vou Toad a
dise it wall sweicch oo that Input.

The GS1 DVD Audio Player
Controller supports many 1or-
mats including DVD-Audio, DVD-
Video, DVD-R, and MP3—just to
name a few—with 16:9 and 4:3
display capabllities.

The large Muminaced rabletop
style remote 15 logical and easy
Loy use, even iF i weighs enough
to make casually tossing it
across the oom @ poor choee,

Tor grive the syscem a real
wotkour, and o confirm the
notion that these speakers are
hardd 1o kall, the obwious
chiotee was to crank up tones
froam the DWW ACAIDC: Live
at Lxorningion and wait for the
drivers to fly out of the
speakers. Well, che onlv thing
cdamaged was my hearing, and
the speakers prove they can
play at ascondshingly loud lew-
els 1F needed, while Sna:mding
like a speaker abour ten times
as big, The system has a

whiplash quick ability to stare
and stop with no sense of
overbang, winch gives the
sound a marvelous sense of
claricy. Bass is fast and lean
with o fine semse of prch and
exceptional dynamics.

Onee my hearing recov-
ered {thankfully), | mioved
inte @ gentler mood with the
Chesky Records LV D-Audio
disc Swwing Live with Bucky
Frzvarelli. T owas ac this per-
formance when it was
recorded, and even through
this basic 2.1 channel system,
T am able to hear a lot of
information abour che
recording space (which was
acrually a piano showroom),
and the relative positions of
the musicians and the audi-
ence. The purity and dynamic
quickness of the midrange
make vou sit up and take
notice, and with this disc T
am able to finc-tane che sub-
woofer sertings quite effec-
vvely | find the TXSP33s really
do work better when they are
supplemented by the sub, but
getting the correct level
adjustment is quite critical if
vou want to avold muddling
things up,

With movies and video
material the pictre quality s
hard to fault, and 1 you have
an HITW display, an internal
scaler can provide a 720p or
1080 cutput in additon 1o

A%0p and che standard 4801,
BNC conmectors ane provid-
ed i addivon o the moee
common 1LCA Jacks, and
these can be switched
between component and
LG configuration to match
the display. The deinterdsemy
cireals wse the Farmoud)a
2CI00 chip set, which pre-
verts any artifacts from being
mitroduced.

Meridian has shom us that
there is a better wang, ws long as
wer are willing to rethink the
Wy i svstenn s assembxed.
That, hewever, becemes a bit
of 2 Carch=22 for them, as
vty audiophiles will be hesi-
tant to give up the upgrade-
abilicy that a more conven-
ticral system offers, even if
they do appreciace the per-
formunce benefies, Upgrading
fromm a syscem like this is pret-
oy well limited to moving fur
ther up the Meridian ladder,
For those who want o get off
the upgrading merry-go-
round or who never got on in
the first place, the Meridian
systeim offers a somewhar radi-
cal solution that works cxcep-
tiomalhy well, [ETV

RATING: [EXCELLENT

DESCRIPTION: Moridian G971
DD Aucio-vicea Player

I ContreflerTunen Moridion DEP33

Chigitaal Active Loudspeakers

HIGH POINTS: A clean shaeet
appraach that pushes the per-
formance erwelope: Big, Dig
soung from vary small soackars
easy o use

LOW POINTS: You have To sub-
soris to e Maralan system
approcch to rean the full bene-
fits, 50 it's not for the perpehual
upgrader

| CONTACT: Merdian Americo,
| 404,344,711

whsnwmenidicn-cudio.com

PRICE: S71, 54,995
XSRS, 54, 725 oo



