Best buy over £5000

Meridian 808.2i/DSP7200 £25,745

* A hk  wwwmeridian-audio.com [

This seductive set-up not only proves that CD listening isn't quite dead

3o

yet, butalso offers something different from most high-end systems

VALUE JUDGEMENTS ARE always fraught

proficient. Inits i"form, it's alsoa

Thrilling dynamie with potential pitfalls, but Meridian's preamp, with analogue and digiral
range; superb latest hi-fi system poses a sterner test inputs fitted for other sources.
accuracy and

detail; build,
styling, flexibility
and usability are

than most. A lictle over £25,000i5alot

to spend on anything - especially some-
thing that doesn't come on four wheels.

Creates a sweeping soundstage
5a, that's the technicalities: how about

first-rate; so very, But spend some time withitand the performance? In almost all regards,
wery clever slowly, steadily the Meridian becomes it's hugely impressive. The Meridian

: ; increasingly seductive. This is just combination makes instruments sound
pTTTTE incredibly clever hi-fi, as different as like instruments, it images superbly,
a bit too polite by it is technically impragsive. and it creates a broad, sweeping

some listeners

The new DEFP7200 loudspeakers form
the heart of the system. They're fully

“It relays dynamics with

S VERDKY active, digital speakers, containing all sfnrtace dicdain —

Expensive, for sure, the amplification needed (goow per effortless disdain th_":‘l Inaflap : _
I::;nrgma;ﬁl:em speaker!). Also, connect in a digital thunder of Strauss or the :i;ﬁ?b??nﬁ:ei:;ﬂ:ﬁmeinh
50 many - : . - e

soolcalndically,  PCucocasi dicspedlers WilBCENC rumbling low-end of William technically, bt [t doesn'tfeelor
and aesthetically the digiral dara from it, decode it to lnok that special. This flap folds

analogue and then amplify it.

Meridian believes this method
ensures optimum accuracy, in that
it preserves the digital signal in its
original form for as long as possible. The
w2005 adopt a new connection medium,
though - they can be hooked up by
coaxial digital cables, but also allow for
simple, cheap Ethernet connections.
That's a real contrast to mest high-end
hi-fi systems, which encourage you to
spend plenty of cash on speaker cables.

Here, the DSP7200s are linked to the
company’s new flagship CD player, the
#o8.2i Signature Heference. Again, this is
a bir different from the high-end norm: it
uses a3 ROM-drive dizsc mechanism, visu-
ally far less impressive than the gigantic
drives sported by some price rivals, but -
the company asserts - no less technically

WHAT MAKES THEM SPECIAL?

Orbit pose no problem”

soundstage that easily fills even our big-
gest listening room. It also relays
dynamics with huge, effortless disdain -
the crashing thunder of Strauss or the
sofa-shaking low-end extension of
William Orbit pose not the slightest
problem. Volume, too, appears 1o have
no limit (bevond yvour own), alegacy of
the system's clean, accurate sound.

Sowhy not five stars? Well, for some
listeners, the Meridian's sound is a
shade safe, It's not a real concern, but
even 5o, the Meridian’s balance isn't as
direct and exciring as it might be.

With a more rounded approach o all
genres of music, though, we'd have no
reservations. Owerall, this is abour as
impressive as modern hi-fi gets.

dowen Eo reveal the disc tray, which
pops out with little of the pomp
you'd find in, say, the Chord Red.

PLAYS CD, MP3
. POWER 2 x 400w
. INPUTS 3 xcoaxial
' digital, 2 xoptical
. digital, 6x analogue
Powerful pair Masterblasters  Able cable Fully loaded : du,”M" ullslmm“ﬂe
The ‘72005 are Thespeakersinclude  The "7200s allow for The (D playeris huge,its | audio output
salf-powered, active preamp sections, with  a simple connection bulkallowingformany | SUBMNo
designs: they don't remobe control sensor,  using off-the-peg configurations. Here, HEADPHOMES No
needaseparatepower  plusDACcomversion—  Ethemnetcables, which  itcan accept digital DIMENSIONS (hwed)
amp.'With §00w built-  soyoucanconfigurea  canbeused tocamy and analogue inputs CD player
intoeach, there’stons  speakerasa‘Master’  control signals and from other sources | 17.5x48x41cm
of energy on tap, but anduseittocontrolthe  digital data. Fewhigh-  (convertingthelatterto | |oudspeakers
ywoumusthaveamains  electronics even if end firms would support  digital before sending 00 x 30 x 35.6cm
plug for each speaker. they're out ofview. such a basic cable. them ta the speakers).
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PLAY THESE

TOP MUSICMIXTO
TESTTHE MERIDIAN
SET-UPTO THE MAX

Showing off, or not |

fou can burn these displays ir |
sach speaker off if you prefer
.ame applies to the CD player |
ot display all manner of useful
nfarmation a kol the signal,
Hume level and so0n,

STRAUSS

Alza Sprach Iarathusin
It's hard to avoid
grinnina like a oan

at that first, seismic
opening = the
Meridian sel-up gives
itthrilling scale,

Towering prESEncE?
A5 wou'd expect arven i mund

crammed infgeach cabined
':""r-" "I“I'nrr. g — 0Ll

" [ |||'.'|||||l

LMD T, oS RRPCAT LR 1)

swer dark finish might suggest

TORI AMOS
Strange Little Girls
With its fondness hos
eapressive vocals and
phenomenal imaging,
our system theives

an this intimately
recorded disce.

WILLIAM ORBIT
Strange Carga il
Eerie ambience,
formidable scaleand
flosor-chaking basgs -
throush the Mandian
sef-up, thisis sure
fogathera crowd.
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SURRBUIMD PE -

HEEID[ANF![FEEEH[EEEI ol e SUBWOOFER MERIDIAM 5500HT
£ B94S MERIDIAN SW5500 (£ 5995
Fancy expanding your Meridian experience? fAdd m '.-;nl'i' ¢ full muktichan It: experience foryour See pl40

the Reference 861 sunound processor, and you Lo we've gol our surround processor, CO player, speaker  Maridian system? ll*- de from anather pair of !

CEMTRE SPEAKER

can dacode the maganty af surround sound stem: what elsedowe need” & DVD olaver? Meri "i"1 DEPT 2005 (at £17,495], yvou'll need a centre

clenals avallable, conmect up more speakers and Gl |h:ll,: you out there, offering the Reference 800 channel - the DSPSS00C being more than sulted to

listen to musicand movies through variables of £10,805. Need some deep bass? The two 30cm drivers  thetask. Its big, active, digital and, erm, expensive -

two, three, Ffive or seven channels, plus subs. in the SW5 500 subwoofer should round italloff nlcely. = butwhat else did you expect? ft
B
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